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gained the Battle of Cressy; which "lying deeply in his
remembrance, he founded," continues Du Chesne, " a chapel
within the Castle of Windsor, and dedicated it in gratitude
to the Saint, who is the Patron of England." The first
example of a Garter that occurs is on the before-mentioned
monument of Sir Francis Burley; where, on the front, to-
wards the head, are his own arms, impaling his first wife's,
set within a garter. This wants the impress, or motto.
Another shield of arms, having the same impalement placed
below the feet, is surrounded with a collar of " S.S.," of the
same form with that about his neck. It was appointed by
King Henry the Eighth, and embodied in the Statutes of
the Order, that the collar should be composed of pieces of
gold, in fashion of Garters; the ground enamelled blue, and
the letters of the rnotto gold. In the midst of each garter
two roses were to be placed, the innermost enamelled red,
and the outermost white; contrarily, in the next garter,
the innermost Rose enamelled white, and the outermost red,
and so alternately; but of later times, these roses are wholly
red. The number of these Garters is so many as to be the
ordained number of the sovereign and knights-companions.
At the institution they were twenty-six, being fastened to-
gether with as many knots of gold. And this mode hitherto '
has continued invariable ; nor ought the collar to be adorned
or enriched with precious stones (as the " George " may be),
such being prohibited by the laws of the Order. At what
time the collar of " S.S." came into England is not fully
determined; but it would seem that it came at least three
hundred years since. The collar of " S.S." means the
Magian, or First Order, or brotherhood. In the Christian
arrangements, it stands for the " Holy Spirit," or " Third
Person of the Trinity." In the Gnostic talismans, it is
displayed as the bar, curved with the triple " S." Refer to
the "Cnuphis Abraxoids " occurring in our book, for we
connect the collar of " S.S." with the theology of the
Gnostics.

That the Order of the Garter is feminine, and that its
origin is an apotheosis of the " Rose," and of a certain sin-
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